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n the modern era, ethical

governance has emerged as a

critical concern for societies
worldwide. The pursuit of justice,
fairness, and accountability in
governance structures is essential
for fostering trust, stability, and
prosperity. However, achieving
ethical governance requires a deep
understanding of the principles that
underpin it. Here, we will explore
the relevance of Pope Pius Xl's
encyclical Quadragesimo Anno
to contemporary governance =
challenges and argue for its g™
application as a framework u

for fostering ethical Sme

governance.

Quadragesimo Anno, issued
by Pope Pius XI in 1931,
emerged as a response to
the social and economic
challenges of the time,
including the Great
Depression and the rise
of totalitarian regimes.
The encyclical builds upon the
principles of Pope Leo XIII's
Rerum Novarum and offers a
comprehensive vision of social
justice rooted in the dignity of the
human person, the common good,
and solidarity.

Ethical governance encompasses
principles such as transparency,
accountability, fairness, and
respect for human rights. Drawing
from Quadragesimo Anno, we can
develop a conceptual framework
for ethical governance that

TOWARDS ETHICAL GOVERNANCE:

A RECOURSE TO
QUADRAGESIMO ANNO

emphasizes the importance of
subsidiarity, solidarity, and the
preferential option for the poor.
Subsidiarity posits that decisions
should be made at the most local
level possible, where individuals
and communities have the most
knowledge and stake in the
outcome. Subsidiarity, as outlined
in Quadragesimo Anno, asserts
that matters should be handled by
the smallest, lowest, or least
centralized competent

authority.
This principle
underscores the

importance of
decentralization, community
empowerment, and participatory
decision-making in governance
structures.

Nigeria, Africa's most populous
country and a diverse nation with
over 250 ethnic groups, faces
numerous governance challenges,
including corruption, ethnic
tensions, insecurity, and

inadequate service delivery.
Centralized decision-making and
governance structures have
contributed to these challenges,
exacerbating inequalities and
hindering development. While
Nigeria operates a federal system
of government with three tiers;
federal, state, and local, the
practical application of
subsidiarity remains limited.
Power and resources are often
concentrated at the federal
level, resulting in
~bureaucratic inefficiencies,
neglect of local needs,
and disenfranchisement
3 of marginalized
/' communities.

Solidarity, another key
principle of Quadragesimo
Anno, emphasizes the
interconnectedness and mutual
responsibility of individuals and
societies. In the context of
governance, solidarity calls for
policies and practices that
prioritize the well-being of all
members of society, particularly
the most vulnerable and
marginalized. Despite significant
oil revenues, Nigeria struggles
with inadequate service delivery in
key sectors such as healthcare,
education, and infrastructure. The
mismanagement of public
resources, lack of accountability,
and bureaucratic inefficiencies
contribute to poor service delivery
and perpetuate socio-economic
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disparities. For example, despite
substantial budget allocations,
many public hospitals lack
essential medical supplies and
equipment, resulting in
preventable deaths and
suffering.

Quadragesimo Anno
reaffirms the Catholic
Church's commitment to

the preferential option for

the poor, emphasizing the %
moral imperative to 4
prioritize the needs of the

least advantaged in society.
Ethical governance must
prioritize poverty
alleviation, social
inclusion, and equitable
distribution of resources.

By drawing on the principles o
Quadragesimo Anno,
policymakers and leaders can
address these challenges with a
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renewed focus on social justice,
solidarity, and the common good.

While the principles outlined in
Quadragesimo Anno offer a

£ compelling vision for ethical

governance, their implementation
faces numerous challenges,
including political resistance,
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vested interests, and institutional
inertia. However, these challenges
also present opportunities for
advocacy, coalition-building, and
grassroots mobilization to
advance the cause of
ethical governance. As we
navigate the complexities
| of the 21st century, the call
, for ethical governance
resonates more urgently
than ever. Quadragesimo
* Anno provides a timeless
moral compass for
addressing contemporary
governance challenges and
building societies that
prioritize justice,
solidarity, and the common
good. It is incumbent upon
leaders, policymakers, and
citizens alike to heed this call and
work towards a future of ethical
governance for all.

Editorial Team To our Past Editors

We recall with deep gratitude the efforts and
sacrifices of past editors to the success of this
newsletter. May God continue to grant you
fulfillment in your respective ministries. Amen.

Also, we specially commend to the Lord’s mercy
the soul of the first editor, Fr. Mark Ikpiki,
whom the Lord has called to eternal bliss. May
his soul experience rest in God. Amen.

Here below is the sequence of our past editors
in the order of their emergence:

Late John Ikpiki
Leo Idama
Orudge Godwin
Onogbosele Jude
Souware Anthony
Fagbohun Raphael
Umameh Michael
Okoye Emmanuel
Musa Anthony
Adelabu Francis
Akpa Thaddeus
Martinos Theodore
Duniya Louis
Ogundipe Israel
Ekerin Stephen
Fatoye Gabriel
Ibiyemi Victor
Musa Peter Andrew
Mereh Kenneth
Umeh Benneth
Eseola Emmanuel
Agih Vincent
Onakpoma Benedict
Mbonu Justice
Longjap Emmanuel




JUSTIGE AND PEAGE SHALL EMBRACE:
THE POSSIBILITY OF PEACE
IN THE NIGERIAN STATE

n the tumultuous landscape of

contemporary Nigeria, the

gquest for peace stands as an
imperative goal, elusive yet
essential for the nation's progress
and prosperity. Nigeria, a nation
rich in diversity and resources, has
been marred by cycles of violence,
ethnic tensions, and political strife.
The dream of a peaceful
coexistence among its myriad
ethnic, religious, and cultural
groups often seems distant
amidst recurring conflicts.
However, embedded within the
fabric of Nigerian society lies the
potential for reconciliation and
harmony. Thus, it has become
necessary to explore the pathways
towards achieving sustainable
peace, anchored in principles of
justiceand inclusivity.

The legacy of colonialism left
indelible scars on Nigeria,
fostering divisions along ethnic,

religious, and regional lines. The
struggle for independence and
subsequent post-colonial
governance further exacerbated
tensions, as competing interests

vied for power and resources.
Decades of military rule, marked by
corruption, impunity, and rights
abuses, deepened societal fissures
and eroded trust in institutions.
The scars of historical injustices
continue to haunt Nigeria,
underscoring the imperative of
addressing past wrongs to forge a
path towards reconciliation and
peace.

In the present day, Nigeria
confronts a myriad of challenges
that threaten its stability and
cohesion. From ethno-religious
conflicts in the middle-belt to
insurgency in the North-East and
communal clashes in the Niger
Delta, violence ravages
communities, claiming lives and
displacing millions. Moreover,
systemic corruption, economic
inequality, and political
marginalization perpetuate cycles
of injustice, breeding resentment
and alienation among
disenfranchised populations. To
break this cycle of violence, Nigeria
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must confront the root causes of
conflict and inequity, fostering a
culture of accountability,
transparency, and inclusivity.

Centraltothe quest for peaceisthe
pursuit of justice. Addressing
historical injustices, ensuring
accountability for human rights
violations, and fostering equitable
governance are essential steps
towards reconciliation. Truth and
reconciliation mechanisms, such

as the Oputa Panel in the early
2000s, offer avenues for healing
and restitution, albeit with mixed
results. Additionally, legal reforms,
including the enhancement of
judicial independence and access
to justice, are imperative for
restoring faith intherule of law.

A key pillar of sustainable peace is
the establishment of inclusive
institutions that accommodate
the diverse interests and
aspirations of all Nigerians. This
entails devolving power to the
grassroots, promoting
participatory governance, and
fostering inter-ethnic dialogue.
Initiatives such as the National
Peace Committee and interfaith
dialogues serve as commendable
efforts towards fostering
understanding and cooperation
acrossreligiousand ethnicdivides.

Economic disparities and social
inequities are significant drivers of
conflict in Nigeria. Addressing
poverty, unemployment, and
inequality requires concerted

efforts to promote inclusive
economic growth and social
justice. Investment in education,
healthcare, and infrastructure,
particularly in marginalized
regions, can foster social mobility
and mitigate grievances.
Furthermore, initiatives to
promote youth entrepreneurship
and women's empowerment are
crucial for building resilient
communities and reducing
susceptibility to radicalization
andviolence.

Is the Church doing anything in
this regard? Yes! The Justice,
Development, and Peace
Commission (JDPC) embodies
the Catholic Church's
commitment to social justice,
development, and peace. The
JDPC is guided by the principles
of Catholic social teaching, which
emphasize the dignity of the
human person, the common
good, solidarity, and subsidiarity.
Through its diverse activities and
programs, the JDPC addresses
the root causes of injustice and
works towards creating a more
just, equitable, and peaceful
society. Guided by the principles of
Catholic social teaching, the JDPC
continues to be a beacon of hope
and a catalyst for positive change,
transforming lives and
communities in line with the
Gospel's call to love and serve
others.

In conclusion, the realization of
peace in Nigeria hinges upon a
multifaceted approach that
addresses the root causes of
conflict and promotes justice,
inclusivity, and socio-economic
development. While the
challenges are formidable, the
resilience and diversity of the
Nigerian people offer hope for a
future where justice and peace
shall indeed embrace. Through
sustained commitment to
dialogue, reconciliation, and
equitable governance, Nigeria can
transcend its turbulent past and
emerge as a beacon of peace and
prosperity in the African continent.
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THEDAWNOFAFRESHSTART

Afterthe long summer hollday f|IIed with loads of pastoral work experiences

= and rest, which lasted

for up to three months,

mother Bodija

welcomes the

formators, seminarians

and staff for the

2023/2024 academic

and formation session.

This session was

officially inaugurated

on the 4th of October

20023 by the bishop of

the catholic diocese of

Osogbo, Most Rev.

John Akinkumi Oyejola

The inaugural activities began with the Mass of the Holy Spirit and in his

homily, the bishop admonished seminarians on the goal of seminary

formation, which basically is, “the acquisition of skills and character

necessary for a fruitful priestly ministry”. The Mass was followed by the

inaugural lecture themed; The Allegory of the cave: Configuring the

Disciples to Christ, delivered by the newly appointed acting Head of the

Department of Philosophy, Very Rev Fr. Dr. Melchizedek Okpala. At the end
ofthe inaugural lecture, the registration of the freshmen commenced.

BODIJA WELCOMES
NEW FORMATOR

The new session witnessed the
inclusion of a new formator, Rev Fr.
Patrick Akinjo to the formation team of
our great seminary. Fr. Patrick Akinjo is
a priest of the Archdiocese of Ibadan
and until now was an external lecturer in
the Philosophy Department. The
seminary community welcomes him
and wishes him well in his new
apostolate.

MISSION SUNDAY OUTREACH

This year's Mission
Sunday held on 22nd
October 2023 was of
two-fold. The first part
featured the Holy Mass
which took place in the
Seminary Chapel. The
Holy Mass had in
attendance students
%% from St. Theresa's
Minor Seminary, Oke
Are, members of the
Pontifical Mission
Society (PMS), the
worshiping community,
Religious Men and Women from various Religious Congregation.

The second part of the celebration featured the Mission Outreach lecture on
the topic tagged The Road to Emmaus: A Journey of Faith and Encounter,
which was delivered by Rev. Fr. Augustine Nwajagwu. In the course of his
presentation, Fr. Nwajagwu reiterated the fact that everything in this world is
teleological. By extension, as Christians, we have a purpose of
evangelization which requires us to share the Good News of our Lord Jesus
by all means of communication at our disposal. In a nutshell, our purpose of
evangelization as Christians is to tell people about God.

TREASURES OLD AND NEW: BODIJA
CELEBRATES TWO OF HER
ILLUSTRIOUS SONS

With gratitude to God for the gift of Episcopacy, and in recognition of the
sacrifices of two illustrious sons of Mother Bodija, the seminary
community through the leadership of the Acting Rector, Very Rev. Fr
Anthony Igbekele, hosted and celebrated the 50th Episcopal Ordination
Anniversary of Most Rev. Dr. Anthony Okonkwo Gbuji, Bishop Emeritus of
Enugu Diocese and Most Rev. Dr. Julius Babatunde Adelakun, Bishop

Emeritus of Oyo
Diocese. The
" celebration
"': featured the Holy

:l in the

1 seminary chapel,

- presided over by

*’" l the Metropolitan

- Ibadan

h Provmce and

.. Chairman of the

““Seminar y

Commission, His

Grace, Most Rev.

Dr. Gabriel 'Leke

Abegurin, while the homily was delivered by His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr.

John Qyejola, the Catholic Bishop of Osogbo Diocese. The homilist drew

the attention of all present to the need to be real and sincere to their Christian

calling. He admonished priests and seminarians to be faithful and steadfast

and tend to the sheep placed under their pastoral care by God. The second

part of the celebration took place at the Seminary auditorium where the

Jubilee Commemorative Book entitled, Treasures Old and New: Celebrating

Three Great Men of Bodija was unveiled and launched in honour of the

Jubilarians. The Book Review was given by His Excellency, Most Rev. Dr.

Francis Adesina, the Local Ordinary of ljebu Ode Diocese. In his review, he

stated that the book touches on the biographical backgrounds of the

celebrants, and theological, philosophical, and liturgical aspects which are

relevant for inclusive human growth. He equally recommended the book for

general intellectual consumption. The ceremony was graced by
distinguished guests of honour.

INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY

LECTURE FOR 2023/2024 SESSION

The lecture, hosted by

the NACATHS body took

place on 26th October,

2023 in the seminary

auditorium and the topic

was The Church and the

use of Social Media

Technology: Reflection

on the Document

“Towards Full Presence.”

The lecture was

moderated by Rev. Fr.

Daniel Koumah, while

Rev. Fr. Anthony

Abegunde delivered the lecture. The Speaker pointed out that social media
connectivity has evolved over time and as Christians in general and
Seminarians in particular, our presence on the digital media platforms
should be furnished with a sense of responsibility. This should be geared
towards the evangelization of the people as well as the propagation of faith.

39THMATRICULATION CEREMONY

Following the formal approval of the University of Ibadan, our Seminary
community had her
39th matriculation
ceremony on the
7th of February,
2024. The
ceremony which
took place in the
Seminary
auditorium had the
formators and HEES

academic staff of

the Seminary as

well as the principal

officers of the

University of Ibadan

in attendance. With

the exercise, the

}‘gsg year students became bonafide students of the of the University of

adan.




FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND
CAROLS

As part of her
formative activities,
the seminary held
her magnificent

- nine lessons and

carols on the 10th

of December, 2023,

themed “Unto us a

Child is Born.” The

event which is also

, liturgical in nature

. began at 12 noon

with the procession

from the sacristy to

the venue. Sequel

to this, was the welcome address delivered by the acting Rector, Very Rev

Fr. Anthony Oluwagbemiga Igbekele and thereafter the rendition of songs

by the Host, St Gregory Choir followed. The ceremony also witnessed

beautiful renditions from invited choirs within and outside Ibadan, as well

as a wonderful presentation by the members of the Horns Clash Academy.
The Christmas message was given by Rev Fr. Patrick Akinjo.

MOTHER BODIJA GETS A NEW
RECTOR

The seminary was a beehive

of activities on the 7th of

January. The environment was

filled with joy and gratitude as

the seminary's acting Rector,

Very Rev Fr. Anthony

Oluwagbemiga Igbekele was

officially appointed and

installed as the Rector of our

great seminary. The

installation took place during

the Holy Mass in the seminary

chapel and was presided by

1the Archbishop and

Metropolitan of Ibadan who

doubles as the Chairman of

the Seminary Commission His

Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Gabriel 'Leke Abegurin. The ceremony was graced by

forwatprﬁ seminarians and staff of the seminary, as well as friends and
well-wishers.

INTER-SEMESTERACTIVITIES

It is commonly said that rest is sweet after the days Iabour Wlth this in
mind, the seminary in g =
her wisdom embarked
on her annual inter-
semester break from
17th to 25th of February,
2024. While rest
however is important,
idleness is never an
option. The inter-
semester break this
session, took another
dimension. It included
the acquisition of skills
by both seminarians and
formators. The skills
taught include, graphics design, web design, solar and electrical
installation and driving. While it was just the basics that were taught,
seminarians and formators benefited greatly and the seminary is poised to
encourage seminarians to pick any of these skills to develop further.

NIMPSAPS AND NACATHS WEEKS

The two weeks dedicated to the Department of Philosophy and the Institute
of Theology for their respective week-long celebrations were very
interesting periods of the session. The NIMSAPS week for the 2023/2024
academic/formation session spanned from the 6th to the 12th of May
2024. It was filled with plethora of activities which included Mr. Plato

competition, Big

Brother

NIMPSAPS

competition, |

s por t

tournaments

and a

symposium

with the topic:

“The problem of

conformity in

0 u r

contemporary

society” This

featured paper

presentations by resident seminarians and Religious brothers. The week
was very enriching for the entire community. The NACATHS week spanned
from the 12th to the 19th of May 2024. Major activities like sport
tournaments and a lecture contributed to the success recorded at the end of
the week. The NACATHS lecture titled: “The problems of Marriage in our
contemporary time”, delivered by resident and Religious seminarians, was

apt.
BENIN AND IGALA LITURGICO
CULTURAL WEEK CELEBRATIONS ,

The relationship
between faith and
culture cannot be over
emphasized, our faith
finds expression
through culture. In a bid
to key into this aura, the
Benin and lgala
liturgico-cultural groups
hosted the seminary in
this year's liturgico-
cultural group
celebrations. They were
week-long activities, that spanned from the 11th to 17th of March 2024, for
the Benin liturgico- -cultural group and 6th to 12th of May for the Igala
liturgico-cultural group The celebration featured talks, games, and the
unforgettable cultural

extravaganzas which

were the apexes of

these celebrations held

on the 17th of March

2024 and on the 12th of

May 2024. Beginning

= with the Holy Mass

which was presided by

Very Rev Fr. Paschal

Omono for the Benin

Celebration, and Rev Fr.

Thaddeus Akpa for the

] Igala Celebration. They

represented the Archbishop of Benin city, Most Rev Augustine Obiora
Akubeze, and the Bishop of Idah Diocese, Most Rev Dr. Anthony Ademu
Adaji respectively.

MOTHER BODIJA
CELEBRATES THE
LAST OF HER
GOLDEN
JUBILARIANS

The entire Seminary community
was filled with activities in the week
that ushered in the new month, as
great Bodija celebrates one of her
illustrious sons, the last of the
golden jubilarians, Most Rev. Dr.
Francis Folorunsho Alonge, the

F-'
Q& g
Emeritus Bishop of Ondo Diocese.

The celebration began with the
solemn sung vespers presided by
the Rector, Very Rev Fr. Anthony H




Ighekele on the 31st of April, 2024. On the 1st of May, the entire seminary
community, gathered in the Seminary chapel for the Eucharistic celebration
offered in Thanksgiving to God for the Golden Jubilee of the Episcopal
Ordination of Most Rev. Dr. Francis Folorunsho Alonge. The Holy Mass was
celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. Gabriel 'Leke Abegunrin, the Archbishop of
Ibadan Archdiocese. The Mass was graced by the presence of Most Rev.
Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins, the Metropolitan of the See of Lagos, Most Rev.
Dr. John Qyejola, Bishop of Osogbo Diocese, Priests of Ondo Diocese and
Religious Priests and Consecrated persons from different Religious
Congregations.

The grand reception of the Golden Jubilarian took place at the Seminary
Auditorium where the Rector, Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthony Igbekele, in his
welcome address, recounted the good deeds of the celebrant. As a follow
up, a book titled Treasures Old and New: Celebrating Three Men of Great
Bodija written in honour of Bishop Alonge was unveiled and launched.

EASTERCANTATA
Beaming with joy
and still celebrating
Easter's glory, the
seminary held the
7th edition of her
Easter Cantata on
the 5th day of May
2024. The event was
hosted by the St
Gregory choir and it
saw beautiful
renditions from the
host choir, invited
choirs within Ibadan,
as well as solo
presentations. The gospel was taken and the Easter message
was given by Rev Fr. Daniel Koumah titled, “Christ the Great
Victor.” He admonished all to remember the price Christ paid for
our salvation and that his rising from the dead means we have
been redeemed and we will one day share eternal life with him.

END OF MARIAN DEVOTIONS OF
OCTOBER 2023 AND MAY 2024

In honour of the

Blessed Virgin

Mary, the months

of May and

October are

dedicated to

prayer and

{ devotion to our

Lady. At the end of

these months, in

conclusion of the

Marian devotion,

the Seminary

community had an

exceptional and

Spirit-filled rosary

procession from the Chapel to the Grotto in honour of the Blessed
Virgin Mary with Marian hymns sung in different languages.

VALEDICTORY MASS AND
SENDFORTH NIGHT FOR THE
MEMBERS OF THE DEACON CLASS

With the successful completion of their seminary formation, the

Old Moderator
Rev. Fr. Prof. Anselm Jimoh

seminary organized a send-forth ceremony which was held on the
23rd of June 2024, for the final year students. It began with the
celebration of the Thanksgiving Mass which was the climax of the
event, in the morning, and then the send-forth ceremony in the
evening. It was indeed a source of inspiration for other students
coming behind.

BODIJA 1999 SET CELEBRATES
25TH PRIESTLY ANNIVERSARY

On the 25th of June, 2024, the Seminary Community was graced
with the presence of the members of the 1999 alumni set on the
occasion of their 25th priestly anniversary. Indeed, two and a half
decades devoted to fortifying the faith and advancing the cause of
Christis one ofimmense profundity. It is reflective of our Seminary's
proclivity in nurturing men with uncommon forthrightness and also
alesson to our students to imbibe salient qualities with an urgency
that is cognizant of the tyranny of time.

ALUMNIGET-TOGETHER

The alumni get together, by tradition, is an annual event held in the
Seminary community in June. This session's alumni get together

lasted from the 25th to 27th of June 2024. The Seminary remains
very grateful to her Alumni Association for their support and care for
the growth of the Seminary and prays that God bless and keep
themallin His love. Amen.

A NEW MODERATOR FOR BODIJA
LINK

One of our formators, Rev. Fr. Dr. Melchizedek Okpala has been appointed as
the moderator of this yearly publication. He is a priest of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Lagos and is currently the Acting H.0.D of the Philosophy
Department of our Seminary. The Editorial team wishes him well in his new
apostolate. Also, we unreservedly render our appreciation to the immediate
passed moderator, Rev. Fr. Prof. Anselm Jimoh for his astuteness and
ﬁpmrﬂitment overthe years. May the God Lord continue to bless and reward
im. Amen.

New Moderator
Rev. Fr. Dr. Melchizedek Okpala
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uadragesimo Anno

was written by

Pope Pius XI in ¥
1931, forty years
subsequent to Pope Leo
XI's Rerum Novarum.
This encyclical confronts #
the ethical dilemmas §
arising from the P
conclusion of the
industrial era and the
onset of the Great
Depression, addressing
challenges impacting workers,
employers, the Church, and the state.
Echoing Pope Leo XIII's
observations in Rerum Novarum, the
document highlights the swift
industrialization which gave rise to a
stark societal division between the
affluent and the impoverished. Here,
the Pope elaborates on the Church's
stance during tumultuous economic
times, particularly responding to the
ascendance of socialism in his eon.

Building upon Rerum Novarum's
discourse on the rights and
obligations of laborers and
employers, Pope Pius underscored
the potential of worker associations
in rectifying injustices, a theme
initiated by his predecessor. While
affirming the right to property, the
encyclical differentiates between
ownership and its ethical utilization.
It emphasizes the need for economic
activities with moral imperatives,
cautioning against rampant
individualism. Thus, in economic
pursuits, considerations for the
common good must supersede mere
self-interest, with the state obligated
to foster harmony between societal
strata while exercising fiscal
prudence.

Recognizing labor as the bedrock of
national wealth, individuals are urged
to employ their resources for
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communal welfare and aid the less
fortunate. Just wages, sufficient to
sustain workers and their families,
are mandated, with surplus income
directed towards charitable
endeavors, in alignment with
scriptural directives. Pope Pius
introduced the principle of
subsidiarity in Quadragesimo Anno,
advocating for governance to operate
at the most localized level feasible,
eschewing unnecessary
centralization. He emphasized the
necessity of imbuing economic
endeavors with Christian values,
emphasizing social justice, charity,
and moderation, all anchored in a
commitment to eternal salvation
through Christ. The document further
underscored the significance of
upholding traditional gender roles,
stressing the necessity of a family
wage for fathers. Pope Pius
acknowledges the importance of all
family members contributing
according to their abilities,
particularly evident in farming
families and those of craftsmen and
small business owners. However, he
strongly opposes exploiting the youth
and limited strength of women.
Mothers, focusing on household
responsibilities, should primarily
engage in domestic tasks or work in
close proximity to their homes. It is
deemed unacceptable for mothers,
due to low paternal wages, to be

compelled to seeck
employment outside the
home, neglecting their
rightful duties, especially
in child-rearing. Every
effort should thus be made
to ensure that fathers
receive a sufficient wage
to adequately support
their families. However, if
this cannot be achieved
under current
circumstances, social
justice necessitates implementing
changes promptly to guarantee such a
wage for every working adult.

In addressing communism and
socialism, he acknowledges growing
disparities. While condemning
communism, he also criticizes the
social conditions that foster it. He
advocates for moderate socialism to
distance itself from totalitarian
communism both practically and on
principle, emphasizing the dignity of
the individual. He further asserts that
true socialism, even after embracing
truth and justice in certain aspects,
remains irreconcilable with Catholic
teachings due to its fundamentally
divergent concept of society.
Whereas socialism places emphasis
solely on material gain, disregarding
the loftier aims of humanity and
society, the Catholic Church upholds
a holistic view that encompasses both
the material and spiritual aspects of
human existence.

Conclusively, Pope Pius XI's
encyclical reaffirms the importance
of traditional values while advocating
for justice, dignity, and the rights of
workers and families. It emphasizes
the need for a just economic order that
respects human dignity, supports the
family structure, and promotes
solidarity among all members of
society.
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THE IMPERATIVE FOR A SOCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION IN THE LIGHT
OF QUADRAGESIMO ANNO

hat our world at this time, as at

other times, is in a serious

contention with the trials of this
contemporary age, is a reality that dims
the light of hope for a better future. As
we grapple with these socio-political
and economic problems, the call for
social reconstruction echoes with a
renewed earnestness. The encyclical
“Quadragesimo Anno,” (QA), issued by
Pope Pius XI in 1931, offers us an
enduring blueprint for an attempt
towards the resolution of the social and
economic discrepancies that have
ceaselessly afflicted humanity. This
article thus, examines the need for
societal reform as viewed through the
perspective of this seminal document,
establishing connections
between its teachings and the
modern-day challenges that stare
atus in the face.

A Century-Old Blueprint for
Modern Times

Addressing the societal disorders [

of the early 20th century was the
primary aim and intent of this ;
social encyclical, nevertheless,

its principles have proven to be
profitably germane to the current

times. The encyclical's critique

of both unregulated capitalism

and socialism (QA, 88-110)
ricochets in today's disputes on
economic systems and structures. As we
witness a widening wealth gap and the
rise of populist movements, the
document's call for a “stronger and more
abundant social justice” (QA, 58) and
the “reconstruction of the social order”
(QA, 77) is more pertinent than ever.

Addressing Economic Inequality

The encyclical's emphasis on the just
distribution of wealth (QA, 57-63)
points sharply to the 2I1st-Century
challenges of income inequality and
poverty. We live in a world and at a time
where the economic policies and
strategies which form the groundwork
for the economic life of nations are
ridiculously to the undue benefit of the
already rich, with very little or no
thought for the poor. Capital gains and
investments, access to quality
education, housing and gentrification,
healthcare disparities and labour
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exploitation, among others, are means
by which the barns of the wealthy are
enlarged and those of the poor are
further emptied and diminished.

The Role of the State and Subsidiarity

In its espousal of the principle of
subsidiarity, the document introduces
the idea that small communities should
be able to make decisions for themselves
(QA, 79). While government should not
shy away from helping out lesser and
smaller communities, it should

nevertheless avoid an outright takeover
of such communities. This idea is really
important today when the world is so
connected, because it reminds us that
local leaders and people should have a
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say in fixing big problems like global
warming and migration.

Solidarity and the Universal
Destination of Goods

The menace of individualism is one
thing that has also tremendously
pervaded modern society. To solve this
problem, Pope Pius XI emphasizes the
need for solidarity as a remedy. He urges
us to view the world's resources as a
common heritage (QA, 44-51), a notion
that aligns with contemporary
movements for sustainable
development and equitable resource
distribution.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers

The Pontiff's position on the issue
concerning dignity of work and the
rights of workers is in tandem with
today's conversations on labor rights
and the gig economy. The gig economy

refers to a labor market chiefly
characterized by short-term contracts
and temporary jobs, usually referred to
as freelance jobs. Although, this kind of
jobs offer flexibility and independence,
it does not guarantee job security.
Moreso, these workers have to grapple
with the challenges of healthcare and
stability. It is in the light of these
challenges that the encyclical
demonstrates a rejection of worker
exploitation, thus, forming a basis for
contemporary labor laws and ethical
business conduct. It underlines the
importance of fair treatment, just wages,
and collective bargaining—which
constitute key principles in our
changing work setting.

Technological Advancements
and Ethical Considerations

Even though the document
preludes the age of digital

)| technology, its guidelines are
still relevant for using
technology in a morally
responsible way. It emphasizes
the importance of considering
the ethical impact of our
economic actions (as mentioned
in QA, 42), urging us to ensure
that technological progress
benefits all of society and does
not aggravate inequalities.

Conclusion: A Call to Action for the
21st Century

The principles laid out in
“Quadragesimo Anno” for social
reconstruction are not outdated; they
remain a vital call to action. They urge
us to create a society that respects the
dignity of every individual, ensures fair
wealth distribution, and fosters
solidarity. So, as we navigate the
complexities of the 21st century, this
encyclical provides hope and guidance
for building a more just and
compassionate world.

To honor its timeless wisdom, we must
carry out a joint and unanimous
reassessment of our social and
economic structures. Therefore, we can
respond to the imperative of social
reconstruction with creativity,
compassion, and courage, aligning our
future with these enduring teachings.




